2        A Study of the Economic Conditions in Raylaseema.....
the economic system of Rayalaseema, extensive space is
devoted to the study of this aspect. The ruler, the army and
the peasantry formed three elements of the political structure.
The ruler through his administrative network provided an
environment for economic growth. In order to establish
administrative stability he was supported by an army. The
peasants had to pay both for the army and the sovereign.
Hence, the relationship between the people and the land
they occupied and exploited is a matter of general interest.
This relationship on the one hand transforms the land and
on the other, brings together a corporate life in the village
communities. Common religious beliefs and rituals further
strengthen these bonds. After agriclture, industries provided
livelihood to a large section of the people. In many respects,
industries formed the productive base of the economy. But
the distributing function in the economy was carried on by
trading communities. Hence, the study of economic
conditions in any given region and period becomes so
significant
Rayalaseema, has been cho-sen as a disttet
geographical unit for the present study because of several
reasons. Frrst, the region is now one of the three subcuftural
regions in Andhra Pradesh. In the past it was a centre of
cross currents of several political, social, cultural and
eajtromte forces. It was almost the heart of the Vijayanagara
Empire and as such the region perhaps derived its name
from the Rayas erf V^ayanagara. Therefore, the importance
of dooimerthg several phases erf economic life of this region